WISCONSIN LLEGISLATURE

P.O. BOX 8952 « MADISON, W1 53708

August 5, 2010

The Honotable Barack Obama
President of the United States
"The White House
Washington, DC 20500

VIA

Mr. Andrew Velasquez 111

Regional Administrator

U.S. Department of Homeland Security

Federal Emetgency Management Agency, Region V
536 South Clark Street, 6t Floor

Chicago, 1L 60605

Dear President Obama,

We urge you to act quickly on a request to declare a major disaster for the State of Wisconsin in light of the severe storms
and flooding that have caused preat distress to many communities throughout the State. The request is for federal assistance
within Grant, Milwaukee, and Waukesha countics.

As you may know, storms and flooding that occutred from July 20 through July 24, 2010 have caused significant damage to
many homes and businesses throughout Wisconsin. Namely, an extensive number of homes throughout the greater
Milwaukee arca have been hit particulatly hard, as sewer overflows have flooded thousands of area residences with untreated
wastewater and caused millions of dollars in damage. Furthet, heavy sainfall from July 22 through July 24, 2010 caused
significant flash flooding and resulting damage throughout Grant County. As we speak with constituents actoss our districts,
and observe the aftermath of these starms, it is obvious we must do all we can to provide vital assistance to help speed
recovery etforts.

Governor Doyle executed the State Emergency plan on July 22, 2010 and declared a state of emergency in Milwaukee
County on July 23, 2010 following the chain of storms and flooding. Further, a request to survey affected areas throughout
the state prompted the Federal Emergency Management Agency and U.S. Small Business Administration to conduct joint
preliminary damage assessments with Wisconsin Emergency Management and other state and local officials throughout
Grant, Milwaukee, and Waukesha counties. Having visited affected areas in our districts, it is clear that the response to these
storms will be an extremely significant undertaking for local governments and the State.

Governor Doyle has determined that an effective response to these incidents requires additional federal support beyond the
continued efforts of the State and affected local governments. Consequently, he has requested a federal disaster declaration
for Grant, Milwaukee, and Waukesha countes on July 31, 2010 in order to activate assistance for individuals, families,
businesses, and local govesrnments struggling to recover from these severe storms. We urge you to give thorough and
expedient consideration to this request for federal assistance in mitigating the aftermath of these floods and
storms.



Thank you for your attention to this urgent matter. Your swift action will help ensure our communities are able to recover as
quickly and efficiently as possible.

Sincerely,
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